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reason to expect any remission in the German
effort, for an enemy order, captured the previous
day, had shown the importance that the Germans
attached to the battle.

" The break through will be of decisive im-
portance. . . . We must and will conquer, settle
the centuries-long struggle, end the war, and strike
the decisive blow against our most detested enemy.
We will finish with the British. . . ."

Haig had only one last pawn to bring into the
fight - the influence of his own personality on his
troops. A few last rapid orders despatched Staff
Officers to apprise G.H.Q. of the situation, and
others to prepare a position immediately in front
of the town of Ypres to which the Army should
rally. The grooms and personal servants of H.Q.,
hastily assembled, were sent forward into the
fighting line. Then, with his personal staff and
escort, Haig rode slowly up the Menin Road
towards the front, his face immobile, saying no
word, but by his presence and calm restoring
strength to the exhausted troops.

Misfortune had not even then plumbed its full
depth. A little later the Commanders of the two
original divisions of the ist Corps, which had been
with Haig since mobilisation, had met to confer,
and had been caught in a sudden burst of artillery
fire. Both had been wounded - one mortally -
five of their Staff Officers had been killed out-
right. The whole chain of command seemed
irretrievably broken.

Then, just when all seemed lost, there came,